country fresh

Designer Ellen Sosnow turns her ranch-style
g home into a summery cottage
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eross the street (nom

the beach in Bridgpe-

hampton, Mew York,
Ellen Sosnow'’s manch-style
house i open to all the sea
hrcezes, That's becasst Sos-
now, a Manhattan' inierior
designer, recenily redid the
place, She Knockad down
walls and raised ceilimgs; she

Beight light Fils the
19 x ZD=lool lving
room. Sownow ploks
It up with white
wikkhed walls,
fababes and ahoar
Eniszs window
Awags. “You get so
miheh wbrang suh
hare, 8 nles--

16 have sl colars
that biend In,”
aha RAyE.

and skyhights *1 wanied 1o
bring the oolide in.” soys the
designer, an enthustastic gar-
dener who enjoys tending ber
bBleoming plod ouf back. To
play up the caswal feel,
she wenl country, Inyering
with elegant touches that
miake the space her own

By Holly Gates Russell
Photography by Richard Felber




“1 like 1o pse formal treat-

An & nrd Mlmar Is d o ments i a light, mfarmal
M W Ilnl“g “ wm. ._ : way, save Sosnow, explaining

er overall |J|::-|y:| scheie
m“ : Witness the living room's
N e P === sheer swag-and-rosette drapes
: ; ¥ ; - 3 and the |.‘1.1|:e|'_'.'-!|wn.- checker-
board “rug.” Antiques are jux-
lapesed with some battered
Meces—he rh.'n;'llrl.l,' parnted
rocker and barmered coffee
1akle, faf example, mext o
the herrloom American wing
chair, “You've Eof 1o mix the
Junky aufl with the &"J'Jd
#ufl.” she save. “1t makes the
ol sfufl look betier, vel
tlakes away the Formality”
The Kitchen was anvthing
bt fancy, Sosnow’s tongue-
in=check response” To dress
i up with il portraits, an
eclectic chandelber and plaad
shpcovers over the Queen
Anne diming chairs. She says,
“I'm a decorntor. so | wanted
it b be pretiy as well as fune-
tional” Mow she loves spend-
ing time here—ithe kichen's
ideal for hanging out with her
twenty-something  children
and their gang of friends. “I
hodds an least 30 peaple,” she
save, Pre-makeover, the space
was half thai size, 0 Soznow
combined it with the adjacent
dining room. MNow, cathedral
ceilings soar nearly 19 fieed
they were a mere 8 fect high
before—and sunlizht sireams
through mnew skylighis. An-
choring the room’s airiness
are canhyv. terra-coita tile
foors and cool, dark green
marhic countenops,

Left: The entry and lhing
PO BPDW BOve BFERIESETial
detall adds characier namaly
moldings, bookcases, and

& tray colling. which sdds one
foot 1o the llving room’s
otherwice B-doot callings,

Right: Expasad raftais ned
& wizad dising table make the

= 1B x X2-lest Kltehan hamay
f Sodoss the mix of chalrs,

=

=

(Bl Checkerboard

& floor pattern

E The mapis Hying-rocm floor
" I pattermed with 24-bnch
= igudinb—aoone palnlod p
F wkkhed-owt, soa-laam

:: groed, the rest ke Barm

= To da 1, Seainow uied an

! all-baied palet 1apped with
e lopt palyurethane coats
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Curl up with a book or take a midday nap I
in these soothing bedroom retreats
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Abave; Red-siripe chintz Two inviting bedrooms.  som, I"'m reminded of an Eng-
timmad In tod cording (defall,  pag distinet personalities: In - lish cottage.” the desdgner

Bubloin] WTEpE A ELIBOm the airv, master bedroom.  muses. “This room i the least
windows; “:‘H'*.;":::'"" gaure sheers float at the win-  “American’ of my rooms.”
fr::lm:mnn mm:u:y. dow and around the fowr- Perhaps it's becagse the béd-

posicr bed. The hangings ding 15 Belgran lmen. The

; - —, echo living room window  plaids faded reds are picked
i { | | swags, but 1ake on their oan,  up by the tufted shpper chart
f } faimely wopical chamacier.  And sunmy vellow walls ane

i Sofnow gavs she was inspined  cheery: 1t Just the place for

by the look of draped mos- 2 runy day
quito nedting. Om the sieel
beid, by Carol Gratale of New Sewing bed

York Ly, a nny ¢at perches curtains & ANy
atop each post, adding a bit

For tha Bod cortalas,

of whimsy, Color—the blue- Sosmow cul olght gaure
check duviet, greemn-panted paen pach b el
trunk, fresh flowers on the ing the bed's helghl by
bedsade table—enbiven the hall the width, and Gswad

oom’s muted scheme, extabe- on @ MHach bonder of plaia
lished by pale walls and an fabric; Velcro tabs sttach
& P ths panals o tha Bod
oatmeal-hoed woal sial rig > Tht G 1 The
By contras. the reds and apEp sy
ok ol & T i . samae plald Tabric, tied o
:..-.'.Iuh-. i the gues badroain e bl frame with bows
are quibe coory. “For some rea-









